2/6               THE CITIES OF SPAIN
says Henry Swinburne, ( you are admitted at a  plain,
unornamented  door in  a corner.'    It is the same to-
day.   'On  my first visit, I confess, I was struck with
amazement, as I stepped   over the   threshold, to find
myself on a sudden transported into a species of fairy-
land.   The first place you come to is the court called the
communa, or del mesucar, that is, the common baths.   An
oblong square, with a deep basin of clear water in the
middle, two flights of marble steps leading down to the
bottom, on each side a parterre of flowers and a row of
orange-trees.   Round the court runs a peristyle paved
with marble ; the arches bear upon every flight pillars, in
proportions and style different from all the regular orders
of architecture.  The ceilings and walls are incrustated with
fretwork in stucco, so minute and intricate, that the most
patient draughtsman would find it difficult to follow it
unless he made himself master of the general plan.   This
would facilitate the operation exceedingly, for all this
work is frequently and  regularly repeated at certain
distances, and has been executed by means of square
moulds applied successively, and the parts joined to-
gether with the utmost nicety.    In every division are
Arabic sentences of  different lengths, most of  them
expressive of the following meanings:   " There is no
conqueror but God," or " Obedience and honour to our
Lord Abouabdoulah."   The ceilings are gilt or painted,
and time has caused no diminution in the freshness of
their colours, though constantly exposed to the air.   The
lower part of the walls is mosaic, disposed in fantastic
knots and festoons.  A work so new to me, so exquisitely
finished, and so different from all I had ever seen, afforded
me the most agreeable sensations, which, I assure you,
redoubled every step I took in this magic ground.   The
porches at the ends are more like grotto-work than any-
thing else I can compare them to.   That on the right